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MISSOULA—
Richard Hugo, professor of English and director of the creative writing program at the 
University of Montana, will occupy the Visiting Distinguished Professor's Chair at the 
University of Arkansas, Little Rock, fall quarter.
Hugo's many awards include the 1980 Cane Competition for poetry and the Theodore 
Roethke Memorial Poetry Prize. Teacher and editor as well as poet, he is the author of 
"The Triggering Town: Lectures and Essays on Creative Writing" and the editor of the Yale 
Younger Poet Series.
William Pitt Root will teach Hugo's fall-quarter classes at the UM. Root has been a 
poet-in-residence at Amherst College and at universities, including, three years ago, the 
UM. He has taught in 10 states in the Artists-in-Schools program of the National Endowment 
for the Arts.
Over 250 of Root's poems have appeared in anthologies and magazines, including the New 
Yorker, Atlantic and Harper's. His collections of poems are "Wheel Turning on the Hub of 
the Sun," to be published in 1981 by Atheneum; "Coot and other Characters"; "Striking the 
Dark Air for Music"; and "The Storm and Other Poems."
He was awarded a $25,000 United States-United Kingdom Bicentennial Exchange Artist 
Fellowship for 1978-79 and, a decade earlier, a postgraduate Wallace Stegner Creative 
Writing Fellowship at Stanford University. He has also received Guggenheim and Rockefeller 
Foundation writing grants.
Root, who holds an MFA from the University of North Carolina, Greensboro, says his 
attitudes and subject matter have been shaped and tempered by his non-academic jobs, ranging 
from clerk to factory laborer, teamster to maitre-d', and by his association with artists in 
other media.
Of the ideal poem, Root says, "Its submarine currents sieze, dazzle, baptize and otherwise 
astonish the reader's soul before letting it worry back onto shore reborn "
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